
Monthly Report to the Provost – Faculty of Science 

The Faculty of Science (FoS) has the following to report for March 2024: 

Engaging Learners 

Dr. Cherie Enns, Planning, Geography, and Environmental Studies hosted a roundtable ‘Indigenous Knowledge + 
One Health’ on February 26 with Ramson Sinya Karmushu to discuss the topic of land, health, and Indigenous 
knowledge. Ramson Sinya Karmushu, Indigenous Movement for Peace Advancement and Conflict Transformation – 
IMPACT Kenya, led the conversation and shared thought-provoking insights from an Indigenous One Health 
perspective. 

Michelle Morier, Agriculture Technology, represented Agriculture Technology at the Leap into Trades Open House 
on February 29. This event hosted community members to take a look at the educational opportunities at UFV.  

Dr. Robin Endelman, Math & Stats, has organized four Super Science Clubs with local elementary and middle 
schools. Each club is hosted by two UFV students providing hands-on science demonstrations, activities, and 
investigations for the students. Each club runs for 4 – 5 weeks. 

Dr. Afia Raja and Dr. Mariano Mapili, Planning, Geography, and Environmental Studies attended and presented at 
the Western Division of the Canadian Association of Geographers (WDCAG) on March 15 – 16. In addition, nine 
PGES students attended the conference, presenting their research.  

The PGES Department hosted an “Urban Planning Launch Event” on March 5. The event hosted Planners from the 
City of Abbotsford and the Fraser Valley Regional District. Their presence enriched the gathering, allowing 
attendees to engage firsthand with professionals in the field and gain valuable insights into urban planning as a 
career path.   

Transforming Lives 

 

Building Community 

Dr. Lauren Erland was announced as Canada Research Chair, Tier 2 at UFV. Dr. Erland, Director of Berry 
Horticulture Research and now CRC also received funding from the Canadian Foundation for Innovation (CFI) for 
The Berry Environmental Resilience Research & Innovation (BERRI) lab. Renovations for the BERRI lab have already 
begun in Q Building at the CEP Campus.  

Dr. Stefania Pizzirani, Planning, Geography, and Environmental Studies, is again co-organizing the March for 
Sustainability event, a series of collaborative events that address sustainability topics such as climate change, 
biodiversity, EDI, and gender diversity. PGES will be hosting five events for this series, such as Early Earth Day 
March 14, and Clothes the Loop: Deduce, Renew, Restyle on March 26.  

As part of the March for Sustainability events, Dr. Renee Prasad, Agriculture Technology, and a few Agriculture 
students hosted a Know Your Roots which showcased information about locally grown root vegetables and the role 
they can play in a nutritious, economical, and environmentally conscious diet.  

As part of the March for Sustainability events, Dr. Sandra Gillespie and Dr. Renee Prasad joined the CEP Library’s 
UFV Science Café series and hosted Sustainability: Plants, Pests, and Pollinators.  



Dr. Kseniya Garaschuk, Math & Stats, completed her first year as the Chair of the Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusiveness Committee of the Canadian Mathematical Society (CMS). This included overseeing the national 
committee and implementing several initiatives for the semi-annual CMS meetings. Initiatives included creating 
and deploying the demographics EDI survey to collect data and inform decision-making, advocating for free 
childcare to be available during conferences, implementing conference nametags to include pronouns, establishing 
the availability of all plenary talks in both official languages, providing all public talks with a slide deck that includes 
a land acknowledgment and accessibility features of the conference site. They are currently in the process of 
adding EDI considerations to conference session proposals and will be revising the CMS meeting organizer 
handbook to include EDI guidelines.  
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