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BA Program Committee (BAPC) 
 

DRAFT Minutes 
 

Friday, November 2, 2012 
 

1 – 2:30 PM Room C1429 

  
Present: Susan Fisher (chair), Betty-Joan Traverse, Bruce Kirkley, Cherish Forster, Cheryl Dahl, 

Claire Beaney, Elaine Newman, Ian Affleck, Jill Bain, Martha Dow, Michael Maschek, 
Wayne Henry, Vlada Dvoracek 

   
 
Regrets: David Thomson 
       
 

 
1. FOR APPROVAL 
 

1.1. Adopt the BAPC Agenda for November 2, 2012 
 
MOTION: 
The agenda November 2, 2012 was adopted 
W. Henry / J. Bain 
CARRIED 

 
1.2. Approve BAPC Minutes of October 5, 2012 

 
MOTION: 
The minutes for October 5, 2012 were approved as presented 
B. Traverse / C. Beaney 
CARRIED 

 
2. FOR DISCUSSION 
 

2.1. Extended Minors / Minors within the BA 
 
BAPC would like to provide clarity when describing creative arts within the BA, 
without duplicating what students could already take within the BFA.  
 
Members discussed several different ways that the lists of extended minors / 
minors within the BA could be made the most readable for students. The list will 
be reconstructed and collapsed back into one large list with a note detailing the 
exceptions and will be distributed electronically to BAPC members for approval. 



 

 
 

Committee members also discussed including the Fashion Minor and Extended 
Minor in the BA, and will include this in the next draft of the list.    
 
 

 
2.2. Moving Forward with BA Learning Outcomes and New Breadth 

Requirements 
 
S. Fisher provided a brief review from the October meeting, where curriculum 
mapping and determining what lower and upper level outcomes should look like. 
A document was circulated that contained a condensed version of several 
conversations about the BA at UFV. Committee members were asked to provide 
suggestions on how to move forward with these outcomes.  
 
At a past ILO event, W. Henry argued strongly that in the arts, it is important to 
encourage students to think self reflectively and imaginatively and these goals are 
not explicit in the current ILO’s.  
 
ACTION: W. Henry to send a list of suggestions to S. Fisher on how this can be 
explicitly defined.  
 
It was mentioned that BAPC should be clear on how this document is interpreted 
before proceeding. The document is very demanding, and if the goal is that 
students can accomplish this in its entirety, it needs to be made less demanding. 
The document should reflect what is expected. S. Fisher clarified that a middle 
ground between demanding and realistic would need to be determined and that we 
need to find something that expresses the integrity of our BA but can be 
reasonably accomplished with our resources and students preparation.  
 
The UFV Plan for Practical Liberal Arts document was also circulated. M. Dow 
mentioned that if the goal is to speak about ethnicity and the idea of 
multiculturalism then this document works, however if the goal is to speak 
imaginatively and discuss identity, abilities etc. some of these courses should be 
changed. 
ACTION: 

 M. Dow to revise this document and send an update to S. Fisher 
 B. Kirkley will send a revision of the aesthetic experience to S. Fisher 
 C. Beaney to send a revised version of Understanding the Past to S. Fisher 

 
 
 
 
  
 

   



 

 

The UFV BA  

1. Building Core Skills and Knowledge (34 + credits) 
 
Communication 1st year writing course 

Plus at least 3 credits of study in 
another language 
Plus 3 credits from a “writing in 
the  major” course or a 
professional communications 
course  (or an approved 
alternative) 

9 

Ethical Reasoning Any Arts course numbered 277 
(see note below) 

3 

Analytical skills Arts 201 Arguments and Evidence 
(see note below) 
 or approved Math, Statistics, or 
Research methods course 

3 

Cultures and Identities 3 credit course dealing 
substantially with Canada 
Plus  
3 credit course dealing 
substantially with other culture(s) 
or worldview(s) 
 

6 

Aesthetic experience 3 credits dealing with the 
interpretation of aesthetic texts 
and products (AH, ENGL, Lit in 
Translation)   
Plus  
3 credits in a creative practice 
course (VA, Creative 
Writing,Thea etc 

6 

Historical Understanding 3 credits dealing substantially with 
the past 

3 

Scientific Literacy A lab science course or 
ARTS 300 Scientific Literacy 

4 

Applied Learning Various options, ranging from 
practicum in major or coop work 
term to volunteer experience 
recorded on CCR 

0 – 6 

 
2. Developing specialized skills and knowledge: The Major and/or Minor 

 
Major  Approximately 50 credits (lower-

level and upper-level) 
Minor (can be added)   
 

3. Integrating Skills and Knowledge 
 
Capstone Seminar IDS 400 or approved capstone in 

the major 
4 credits 

 

  



 

 

Rationale and description for each requirement 
 
We will need to list specific courses that meet each requirement: this is necessary in order to 
have an even-handed, consistent approach. It also will enable students to use the degree audit 
software to determine whether they have met breadth requirements. Still, we can have some 
degree of flexibility, I hope, in determining where a course taken for a major can also be 
counted as meeting a breadth requirement. 

Building Core Skills and Knowledge 

What should the “writing in the major” course look like? Perhaps it’s the “methods” course in 
the discipline, with a strong focus on writing? Even a quantitative research methods course is 
going to require a lot of writing. If we can designate such courses as writing courses, maybe we 
can protect smallish class sizes for them. A required writing-intensive “methods” course would 
help build research skills and information literacy into the “communication” core. 
 
Ethical Reasoning (3 credits):  
We need a new course with an explicit focus on ethical reasoning; it could be offered by various 
departments in various areas. (“Ethical reasoning” is the term adopted by the BA Task Force to 
describe students’ capacities to serve as productive, responsible, tolerant citizens – UFV ILOs 6, 
7, 8, 9.) The variants could all be designated 277 so there would be a PHIL 277, POSC 277, 
ENGL 277, HIST 277, CRIM 277, SOC 277, ECON 277, PSYC 277, GEOG 277, GDS 277 – this 
number is available in all these disciplines. Students could choose to take the course in any of a 
number of disciplines. Ideally, it could also count as lower-level credit towards a major. For a 
course to qualify for the 277 designation, it would have to have at least 60% overt content 
related to the following outcomes (which were defined by a working group at the BA retreat in 
August): 
 

Students should be able to: 
a. Reason about the consequences of human conduct, both harmful and beneficial 
b. Think through the problem of right and wrong for oneself, acknowledging its communal, 

contested, and contextual nature 
c. Recognize the roles played by culture, authority, standards, obligations, rights in the 

determination of right and wrong 
d. Be cognizant of the impact of one’s own ethical decisions and actions 

This course, whatever its disciplinary home, would teach something about responsible 
citizenship. 

 
Analytical skills (3 credits): 
If we develop a new course entitled “Arguments and Evidence,” we can give all students (even 
the math-averse) some fundamental skills in quantitative reasoning. Students who are already 
taking Math or Statistics for upper-level research courses would not need to take this new 
course. Here is the proposed content for “Arguments and Evidence” (developed by a working 
group at the August retreat): 
 

Unit 1: Arguments and Evidence 
a. what builds a strong or good argument 
b. Standards of evidence- differences in standards (would include indigenous content) 
c. When is quantitative data appropriate? 



 

 

 
Unit 2: Tables, Charts, Graphs, and Proportions 
a. Basic numeracy 
b. effective visual representation (and mis-representation) 
c. representation of relationships and arguments 
 
Unit 3: Sampling, Probability, and Statistics 
a. basic issues in sample selection  
b. common pitfalls and misrepresentations 
 
Unit 4: Familiarity with Computational Software 
 
Unit 5: Critical assessment and analysis and creation of empirical arguments    

 

Cultures and Identities (6 credits): 

The Canadian part of this requirement could be met by courses from a variety of departments. 
The “other worldview” part is somewhat trickier, but obviously courses in ANTH, HIST, SOC, 
ENGL, AH, THEA would provide this perspective. MOLA should be eligible here too (should 
the Quebec-focused French courses be eligible for the “Canadian” requirement?). Courses in 
Indigenous Studies and Indigenous People’s Knowledge could belong in either category. Perhaps 
the only stricture on IDS and IPK courses should be that students cannot count the same 
course in both the Canadian and “other worldview” categories.  

Aesthetic Experience (6 credits): 
Students should not double-dip here: i.e., the course they might take for the communication 
requirement or the historical one or the cultures one should not count in this category.  But 
students who are taking a major or minor in an “aesthetic” field – e.g., English, Theatre, Art 
History—do not need to take an additional course or courses here.  
 
Historical Understanding (3 credits): 
This seems pretty straightforward: HIST, AH, ENGL courses etc would all count. Since the 
proposed “core” is already quite heavy at 34+ credits, students could be excused the 
requirement if they are already taking in their major a course or courses that deal substantially 
with the past. 
 
Scientific Literacy (4 credits): 
Students could meet this requirement either with a standard lab science course (4 credits) or 
with a course to be developed in Arts that would focus on scientific literacy rather than specific 
lab skills. If we make it a 4-credit course, then there could be time for field trips.  
 
Applied Learning (0 – 6 credits): 
 
Credit options for applied learning: 

 practicum in major (will count toward credits in the major) 
 coop placement (can count as up to 12 elective credits in the BA) 
 significant participation in faculty-led research (normally done as directed studies?) 
 internship 
 course in Trades faculty 



 

 

Non-credit options for applied learning; 

 work-study (not all positions would be eligible?) 
 participation in field school or study abroad 
 volunteer work at UFV that is recognized on the Co-Curricular Record 

 

2. Developing specialized skills and knowledge: The Major and/or Minor 

Should we drop extended minors and offer only a major and a minor? 
 
3. Capstone (4 credits) 
The rationale for this addition to our requirements is that it provides an explicit way for all 
students to engage in interdisciplinary learning. The topic for each capstone would be some sort 
of problem or issue, so assignments and class activities will require creative problem-solving. 
Collaborative work and the pursuit of independent research questions could also to some 
extent be fostered by the capstone. (Note: The widely respected and oft-cited Lumina Degree 
Qualifications Profile has numerous outcomes related to the ability to approach problems or 
issues from more than one disciplinary perspective.)  
We may have to find a number of ways to do this in order to accommodate all students 
(roughly 350 per year, so if class size is 25 we will need 14 sections). 
a. Existing capstones in majors: The GEOG capstone already is interdisciplinary so it seems a 

valid way to meet this requirement. Should the chief criterion for determining whether 
existing capstones “count”  be that students are involved in some kind of interdisciplinary 
work? 

b. IDS 400: A revived version of this course? The only prerequisite should be completion of 90 
credits (is this the right number if we want students to take this in their last 2 semesters?) 
Could we encourage the nimble interdisciplinary thinkers in our faculty to take this on? A 
term-end conference (with invited guests from other disciplines) would be an excellent way 
to provide some sort of validation of the work from outside the instructor’s discipline (also 
a good way to build presentation skills). If we don’t go with the one-instructor model, we 
will need to invent some kind of team teaching framework.  There are examples of 
institutions that offer interdisciplinary courses taught by a single instructor. It might not be 
ideal, but it’s not unthinkable. 

c. If we label all interdisciplinary capstones 477, then we could have these courses in every 
discipline willing to mount one. The only prerequisite would be completion of a certain 
number of university credits.  

d. Would a DIS project also be acceptable? 
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