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MINUTES
BACHELOR OF ARTS PROGRAM COMMITTEE (BAPC)

January 10, 2014
1-2:30pm – Room C 1429

FOR APPROVAL

1. Adopt the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee Agenda for January 10, 
2014

MOTION:
The BAPC agenda of January 10, 2014 was adopted as presented
M. Rhodes / A. McCormick

2. Approve the BAPC minutes of November 1, 2013
 
While not part of the discussion at the November BAPC meeting, it was 
mentioned that the "current budget climate" mentioned in the minutes refers to 
the restraints we are facing in regards to developing new courses, encouraging 
faculty to think interdisciplinary, as well as training and development for faculty.

MOTION:
That the BAPC minutes of November 1, 2013 be approved as presented
C. Forster / J. Bain
APPROVED

FOR DISCUSSION

1. BA Calendar Revisions

1.1.1 Continuance and Academic Warning 
 
Currently, students who fall below a 2.0 GPA are put on academic warning in the 
BA, if they continue to stay below 2.0 in the following semester they must 
withdraw from the program. If the student improves each semester, they will be 
permitted to remain on academic warning until they are above the 2.0 
requirement.

The revised document would require students on academic warning to meet with 
an academic advisor.

1.1.2 Course Duplication
 
The revisions to this policy will still allow for 5 course duplications, however if the 
student takes the same course multiple times it will be considered one course 
duplication. This revision allows students an opportunity to repeat more 
challenging courses without being penalized multiple times.



BAPC
January 10, 2014

Duplications are only calculated from the time a student is admitted to the BA.

2. BA Framework Revisions

BAPC members were presented with LEAP's essential learning outcomes, and 
principles of excellence chart  as a good framework to keep in mind. 
 
Members were reminded that there is a responsibility to provide students with 
employable skills, and we need to demonstrate how the skills learned in the 
social sciences and humanities are valuable, as we know they are are. 
 
Several different ideas were discussed in terms of the BA framework, including 
doing away with 4 credit upper level courses and revising the credit structure 
similar to that of UVIC or many eastern institutions. 
  
A committee has met to discuss writing in the BA, and the report will be 
circulated to BAPC once it is complete. This committee also discussed a desire 
for three communications courses in the BA, to include two courses from within 
their major. 
 
S. Fisher will continue to revise the BA framework, including the addition of a 
note that students are required to complete at least 3 credits of social sciences, 
and 3 credits of humanities and also mentioned how beneficial a capstone 
course to bring the program together.  
 



Recommendation from the UFV Department of Philosophy 

Option One:

The Philosophy department recommends that a basic reasoning requirement be maintained as part of 
the UFV Arts curriculum. Furthermore, the department recommends that Philosophy 100 continue to be 
accepted as the best option for satisfying such a requirement.

Rationale:

Institutional Learning Outcome (Analyze Critically and Imaginatively): 

Removal of a generic reasoning requirement from the Arts curriculum puts at risk the students’ ability to 
manage a wide variety of forms of reasoning. Proficiency in certain types of reasoning may emerge from 
exposure to reasoning in a number of courses, but that is not equivalent to what is provided by 
Philosophy 100. This course on reasoning is the only course in the curriculum that introduces students, 
systematically, to the general principles that underlie reasoning across the disciplines. Philosophy 100 
deals directly with the nature of reasoning in general, with special attention paid to the distinctions 
between deduction, induction and practical reasoning. In this respect, the course mirrors basic 
composition courses, where the mandate is to introduce students to the fundamentals of writing in a 
variety of modes.

Institutional Learning Outcome (Self-Reflective Learning):

Philosophy 100 is entitled ‘Reasoning’. It is the only course at UFV that focuses solely on the 
fundamentals of good reasoning.  It provides our students the time and opportunity to reflect upon the 
nature of reasoning itself. 

Employment: 

Critical thinking typically tops the list of skills sought by employers. It is something we expect of our 
students. Philosophy 100, as a course in critical thinking, satisfies this need by serving as a foundational 
skills course.  

Lessons from the past:

In our experience, students typically arrive at our institution ill prepared to handle the diverse range of 
critical inquiries they encounter in their academic careers. In many cases, they can’t distinguish premises 
from conclusions; they fail to understand the most basic features involved in the rigorous defense of a 
thesis. The emergence of reasoning and critical thinking courses at academic institutions in North 
America in the late 1970s was due to the fact that students seemed to graduate from post-secondary 
programs and institutions with a lack of basic reasoning competency. The courses we might now 
designate as ‘quantitative’ or ‘qualitative’ reasoning courses predate the development of reasoning and 
critical thinking courses. Thus, the assumption that a return to an older approach is adequate seems 
misplaced.  



Option Two:

If the reasoning requirement for the BA is not retained then we suggest that the Analytical and 
Quantitative Skills requirement not be considered merely as a requirement to take a course in some 
form of mathematics. In other words, the requirement should include skills in non-mathematical 
reasoning and argument. In which case, Philosophy 100 should be considered as fulfilling this 
requirement.

Rationale:

The reasons given in defense of option one also speak to the value of option two. To these reasons can 
be added the following.

Breadth of Philosophy 100:

Philosophy 100 is a course which covers the evaluation of statistical arguments, the presentation of 
information in charts and graphs, as well as the evaluation of arguments based on surveys. So, 
Philosophy 100 meets almost all of the criteria for being a course that fulfills the quantitative reasoning 
requirement.  Moreover,  Philosophy 100 is a course which teaches students how to evaluate a variety 
of forms of argument. Philosophy 100 is not a course that focuses on philosophical arguments. The 
course covers the evaluation of inferences based on experimental results and what counts as sufficient 
empirical evidence to support a hypothesis. The focus of the course is reason and argument rather than 
solely  numerical reasoning. However, this breadth is an advantage rather than a disadvantage because 
it makes the course applicable to a wider range of contexts in which analysis is called for.

Option Three:

If options one and two are not found acceptable then we propose that a viable solution would be to 
drop the suggested ‘ethical reasoning’ requirement and implement a version of a generic reasoning 
requirement, similar to the one that is currently in place.

Rationale:

In order to reason ethically, general reasoning skills are presupposed. To have an ethical reasoning 
course take priority over a reasoning course is to put the cart before the horse. The Philosophy 
department strongly supports the ethical reasoning requirement, but not at the expense of a more 
general reasoning requirement.

Note:
Further evidence for any of the claims made in this document is available upon request.



In developing this revised framework, we have built on the foundational work done by the BA 
Task Force, the BA Program Committee, and participants in two retreats.

We have tried to honour the following principles:
 There are basic areas of knowledge that all students, whatever their major, should be 

exposed to; there are fundamental skills that all students should acquire. These two 
dimensions of general education – breadth and fundamental skills—should reflect the ILOs 
in a manner appropriate to a baccalaureate degree in Liberal Arts.

 It is the collective responsibility of all Arts departments to deliver these “general education” 
components of the BA program. The framework contains opportunities for all departments 
to participate in the important work of general education.

 We recognize that good teaching requires resources. If we are going to deliver on the 
potential of a revised framework, we will have to use strategically the resources we have. 
We will also have to make the case-- in various forums and contexts—that this new 
framework deserves investment because it represents our best effort at truly delivering the 
ILOs and preparing our students for their future. It embodies our collective values and 
honours the expertise of our faculty.

The framework is premised (in part) on some overall changes to the BA:

- elimination in the BA of Extended Minors; 
- reduction of majors to about 45 credits (28 upper-level credits, 9 – 15? Lower level?)
- an enhanced Minor framework to ensure that minors in teachable subjects meet the 

requirements of the College of Teachers: 2-4 courses (6-12 credits) at the lower level; 5-6 
courses (minimum 18 credits) at the upper-level 

BA General Requirements (total 39.5 credits)

The General Requirements cover knowledge and skills that are considered essential for students 
completing a Bachelor of Arts at UFV. Requirements 1 through 11 must be taken in the first 60 
credits; some requirements (Communication, Quantitative Reasoning, and the Intro to Liberal 
Arts) must be taken in the first 30 credits. The final requirement, the capstone, forms part of the 
student’s final 30 credits.

Completed requirements must include courses from at least 6 unique disciplines. Courses taken 
for the General Requirements can also count towards a student’s major or minor.

In certain key requirements—Writing, Ethical Reasoning, and Quantitative Reasoning—students 
will need to achieve a minimum grade of C.

Each requirement will be defined by clear criteria; specific courses that meet criteria will be 
identified (coded) based on the outcomes in Official Course Outlines. (For example, courses that 
meet the Quantitative Reasoning requirement will be coded QR in the calendar; Creative practice 
courses will be coded CP.)



Requirement Notes Credits
1 Writing 1st year writing course (ENGL 105, 

CMNS 155)
(all majors will include a writing-
intensive upper-level course) 

3 credits; 3cr in year 1; minimum of C 
 

2 Ethical Reasoning Any course coded ER (could be in 
any discipline but PHIL, POSC and 
PACS courses would be obvious 
choices)

3 credits; in year 1; minimum of C 

3 Quantitative Reasoning Approved Math courses, Statistics 
104 or 106, or PHIL 100, PSYC 
110, 202, SOC/ANTH/MACS 255  

3-4; minimum of C

4 Human-Environment 
Relations

3-4 

5 Scientific Literacy Lab Sciences 4-5 credits

6 Aesthetic Experiences 3 cr

7 Creative Practice 3

8
Canadian Identity 

Canadian Identities, with 
Indigenous content

3 cr

9 Historical Literacy Historical Understanding 3

10 Global Awareness Modern Languages
Global Perspectives

6 (2 courses)

11 Intro to Liberal Arts Seminar 1.5 cr

In the final 30 credits of the degree:
12 Capstone Disciplinary or interdisciplinary 4

Graduation requirements
Every student must complete a major or two minors. Students who choose a major can also complete a minor; the 
minor can be taken outside of the Arts. 
 
Every student must complete a capstone experience within the BA. This can be within the major (e.g., GEOG ), 
minor, or honours program; alternatively, the student can select an interdisciplinary capstone. The capstone will 
normally be taken in the last 30 credits.

All students are expected to include in their UFV experience some form of applied learning. This could come from a 
credit option (list examples), a coop work term, or a non-credit opportunity recognized on the Co-curricular 
Record. For more information on applied learning and its value to your future, go to xxx[would be great to have a 
website that outlined this]
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