
 

MINUTES 

Bachelor of Arts Program Committee 

Friday, February 6, 2015 - 1:00 pm 

Abbotsford campus, RoomB133 

 

PRESENT: Alisa Webb (chair), Rebekah Brackett (recorder), Wayne Henry, Douglas Hudson, 

       Bruce Kirkley, Ghizlane Laghzaoui, Sylvie Murray, Stephen Piper 
         . 
 1 FOR APPROVAL 
. 
  1.1. Adopt the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee Agenda for February 6, 

2015 

 

MOTION: 

To adopt the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee Agenda for Feb 6, 2015 as 
presented. 

S. Piper / B. Kirkley 

APPROVED  
. 
  1.2. Adopt the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee Minutes for October 31, 

2015 as presented. 
 

MOTION: 

To adopt the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee Minutes for October 31, 
2015. 

S. Piper / G. Laghzaoui 

APPROVED  
. 
 2 FOR DISCUSSION 
. 
  2.1. Minors vs. Extended Minors, 3 Credit vs. 4 Credits Update and Requiring a 

Second Language for the BA 
 

A. Webb reported on the Minors vs. Extended Minors, 3 Credit vs. 4 Credits 
and Requiring a Second Language for the BA. There was an opportunity for 
questions and discussion around these topics. 

 

Minors vs. Extended Minors 

 

Currently there is no discussion on the Minors vs. Extended Minors. 

 

3 Credit vs. 4 Credits 
 

There is an on-going discussion around 3 Credit vs. 4 Credits. UEC is looking 
at how credit is defined and coming up with something that is more consistent 
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across the board. Currently UFV has 3, 4, 5, and 6 credit courses as well as 
vocational credits and UEC is working on how to place these credits within a 
larger credit system. As noted in the report, due to the current budgetary 
situation there is not a wide spread movement to decrease 4 credit courses to 3 
credits. One department in the Arts proposed decreasing two of their courses 
from 4 credits to 3 credits; these changes will take effect Fall 2016 in order to 
plan for the loss of tuition revenue for the unit. Departments have been thinking 
more about how many credits a course should be when presenting new 
courses. Direction from UEC will be helpful in terms of thinking how many 
credits a course should have.  

. 
  2.2. Entrance requirements for BA 

 

The BAPC members agreed that adding the words ‘in’ and ‘and’ to the entrance 
requirements for the BA will make it clearer for prospective BA students.  

 

MOTION: 

To add the word ‘in’ which will now read: ‘A minimum of a B average in English 
12 (see Note) and in two other Approved Grade 12 courses; or the prerequisite 
for ENGL 105 and a B average in three Approved Grade 12 courses’ and  to 
add the word ‘and’ after ‘equivalent’. 

W. Henry / B. Kirkley 

APPROVED  
. 
  2.3. The BA Task Force Report 

 

A. Webb reported on the BA Task Force. The BATF report outlined the work of 
the previous task force, including the proposal presented to CACC Fall 2013, 
and then reported on the current task force’s work and proposal. Included in the 
report was an overview of the work completed in Fullerton, the current 
proposed changes, some preliminary course lists and directions related to the 
proposed ePortfolio. 
 

A. Webb noted that feedback is welcome and the Dean has been asked to have 
this placed on the next Department Heads agenda for feedback. 

 

Opportunity was given for comments and discussion which includes the 
following points: 

 

 In terms of process, the report will first go to BAPC and then, to 
Department Heads for feedback. The BATF will discuss that feedback 
and make any adjustments. From there they will present to CACC. As 
soon as it goes to Department Heads, the Heads’ may share with their 
departments. The next Heads’ meeting is Feb. 20, 2015. 

 When the degree audit software comes online (which allows advisor and 
students to access and keep track of their program), courses will be 
coded. Learning outcomes are being developed in order to map courses 
to the proposed breadth requirements. 

 How will requirements be met by each instructor each time it is taught? 
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 The official course outline learning outcomes will have to indicate 
how it matches the larger outcomes. 

 The breadth requirements as proposed before involved 11 courses and 
you could not ‘double dip’: in other words, you could not apply those 
courses to your major. In the revised proposal, there are 7 courses and 
those can be applied to the major. One can’t ‘double dip’, however, 
within the foundation requirements. 

 It was noted at Fullerton the importance of integrated learning and how 
students need to be able to speak effectively about their learning across 
disciplines. 

  The ePortfolio is one of the first steps in integrated learning. 

 Purposes of the ePortfolio include: student learning, students meeting 
learning outcomes and meeting institutional learning outcomes. The 
ePortfolio is flexible, reflective and can be personalized to each student. 

 The ePortfolio is not a new concept and has been used successfully by 
institutions for over 15 years. 

 Concern was expressed around the name ‘ePortfolio’. Alternate names 
such ‘Digital Backpack’ have been successful in other institutions. 

 It was noted to have workshops on journaling and reflective practices for 
Faculty to encourage these topics in their courses. 

 In terms of assessing the ePortfolio, there will be a rubric, but it has not 
yet been determined whether the ePortfolio will be graded as a pass / 
fail or given a letter grade. 

 Ideas are being discussed in terms of how faculty will oversee the 
students and the ePortfolio. One idea is ‘The Introductory Portfolio 
Workshop’ (worth one credit). Faculty will be responsible for assessing 
portfolios for a group of students. 3 workshops over the course of 1 
academic year would be equivalent to 1 workload unit. The goal is to 
ensure that this is compensated work. 

 The ePortfolio will be mandatory for each student in the BA. 

 In regards to the ePortfolio, the next BA Task Force meeting will focus 
on: the structural piece, implementation, workload and manageability, 
revisions of other institutions and how they introduced and accessed the 
portfolio. 

 The list of breadth requirements were further discussed with a concern 
around grammar. It was noted to consider discussing the possibility of a 
foundational reading / writing option for students in addition to what is 
already offered at UFV.  

 Reasoning and Lab Science was further discussed, noting the possibility 
of offering a ‘Science and the Media’ course and a ‘Debunking Myths’ 
course. There was concern around BA students leaving the University 
with a lack of understanding around statistics. By expanding the 
definition around numeracy, quantitative and scientific literacy, 
possibilities are opened for Arts students to engage in Science without 
having to take a lab science course. 

 It was reminded that that the breadth requirements list is not yet 
finalized. 

 

Please forward any further comments or questions to Alisa Webb at 
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Alisa.Webb@ufv.ca.   
. 

ADJOURNMENT and NEXT MEETING: March 6, 2015 

 

mailto:Alisa.Webb@ufv.ca

