
BA Program Committee Meeting Notes 
September 11, 2015, prepared by Alisa Webb 
 
Present: Alisa Webb (chair and recorder), Elaine Newman, Sylvie Murray, Ghizlane Laghzaoui, Wayne 
Henry, Douglas Hudson, Bruce Kirkley, Stephen Piper 
 
1. For Approval 

1.1 Motion to adopt agenda: Wayne, Stephen – passed 
1.2 Motion to approve minutes: Stephen, Ghizlane – passed 

 
2. For Discussion 

2.1 The New BA  
 
The BAPC was asked to provide feedback on the revised BA proposal. Discussion explored a wide range 
of topics and features of the degree. Overall, the BAPC was supportive of the proposal, noting it was 
much simpler and clearer than previous versions and that the latest version still ensures lots of room for 
students to explore. 
 
Members discussed the longer term vision of the degree, expressing support for greater integrative and 
interdisciplinary opportunities in the future. This discussion also explored the current barriers to the 
vision, including workload, compensation, and scheduling. 
 
Members also discussed the ePortfolio structure, particularly ARTS 101, 201, 301, and 401. BAPC 
recommended that the integrative and reflective components of ARTS 101 be emphasized in all 
communication. To this end, BAPC asked that proposed ARTS 101 emphasize student reflection and 
integration of learning, as opposed to the features of a typical UNI 101 course, like mandatory library 
tours, etc. BAPC also recommended that the BA Task Force re-examine the plan for transfer students. 
They suggested that there might be an alternative to requiring transfer students to take ARTS 101, such 
as a section specifically for transfer students. In response, BA Task Force members suggested that there 
is still great benefit to ARTS 101 for students, regardless of how many credits they have when they move 
into the UFV BA, because few institutions in BC require ePortfolios. BAPC suggested that this 
requirement potentially be revisited if other BC institutions, in particular, follow UFV’s example and 
establish ePortfolios. Finally, BAPC supported the plan to include a transition assignment in ARTS 401, 
for which students will be required to transition their ePortfolio into something which reflects their 
post-BA goals. 
 
Members expressed support for both civic and intercultural engagement and appreciation for the 
number of ways students would be able to meet these requirements. They asked that the BA Task Force 
clarify the language around “application of learning” on page 12. Members suggested a definition of 
applied learning would solve the issue. 
 
Further discussion ensued on the shift to scientific literacy from lab science, which the group deemed 
positive and relevant to our students, and the addition of quantitative literacy, with the group pleased 
that several courses would likely satisfy the requirement. 
 
2.2 and 2.3: Discussion deferred to the next meeting 
 


